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AGENDA 
Friday, April 4, 2025 

 

Board Meeting 
 

Call to Order  (8:00 AM) 
 

o Establish Quorum 
 

o Adopt Agenda 
 
 

o Approve Minutes from March 6-7, 2025 
 

o Approve Minutes from March 19, 2025 
 
 

o Approve Financials from February 2025 
 

• Reports 

o AARB Reception Report (Dr. Jones) 

o ADS Report (Dr. Jones) 

o MAHDA webinar report (Dr. Jones) 

o Alabama Perinatal Health Act Annual Progress Report (Dr. Jones) 

o SCPH Report (Dr. Jones) 
 

• Public Comment 
 

o Discussion: HepB Guidelines (Dr. Swicord – 10 minutes)  
 

o Discussion: BDEAL dental issues and legislative concerns (Dr. 
Chaumon – 10 minutes)   
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o Discussion: Adding a Board rule of Dental Assistants having the ability 
to do coronal polishing (Dr. White) 
• Coronal Polishing (Dr. Carson Cruise – 10 minutes) 
• Coronal Polishing (Dr. Baker Chambliss – 10 minutes) 

 
• Discussions/Approvals/Presentations 

 
o New BDEAL Executive Director - Introduction  (Mr. Morris) 

 
o Discussion: Sunset Bill Update (Mr. Galliher) 

 
o Discussion:  Wellness Report  (Dr. Garver) 

 
o Announcement: RAM Montgomery Event (Dr. Jones) 

 
o Board Application Approvals (Dr. Jones) Must be submitted by 5/1. 

• Licensing Questions Regarding HepB (Dr. York) 
• Discussion: HepB requirement verbiage for Dental Hygiene License 

by Regional Exam application (Mr. Dettling) 
 

o Website Review – ad hoc committee (Dr. Gray, Dr. York, and Dr. Finn)  
Dr. Stiles – 10 minutes 
 

o Approval for Mr. Morris to go to the GCDC in June and confirmation 
of all Board members attending. (Dr. Jones) 
 

o List of BDEAL members and staff who have completed the Alabama 
Ethics Commission – Alabama Ethics Law Training and copies of 
certificate (Dr. Jones) 

 
o List of BDEAL members and staff who have completed the Alabama 

Ethics Commission Statement of Economic Interest (SEI) (Dr. Jones) 
 

o Complaint Form – Skylar Graham (Mr. Dettling) 
 
o BDEAL Live Streaming of Meetings – ad hoc committee (Dr. Jones, 

Dr. Gray, and Dr. York) 
• Quote from Holt Audio Visual (Dr. Jones) 
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o BDEAL Policy proposal for BDEAL communication from staff and 

BDEAL (Dr. Gray)  
 

o Discussion:  BDEAL strategy/retreat (Dr. Jones) 
 

o Discussion: Board Outreach – Speaking to Organized Dentistry (Dr. 
Jones) *Note – what groups board members have spoken to and where 
we need to send board members. 
 

o Course Approvals Discussion from CE Broker: 
 

 Vaccination Matters: HPV Communication Skills for Health 
Professionals - American Academy of Pediatrics 

 Underserved Dental Needs in Our Community – Baldwin 
County Dental Study Club 

 Sprayberry Orthodontics: Insights from Dr. Proffit’s 
“Contemporary Orthodontics” - Sprayberry Orthodontics 

 Sproul Orthodontics: Hygienist Lecture on Step-by-Step 
Processes – Alabama Pediatric Dental Associates and 
Orthodontics 

 How to Avoid “Risk Business” by Understanding the Code of 
Ethics 

 
• ADHP Business  

 
o Discussion: ADHP Funding & Foundation (Dr. York & Ms. Alexander) 

 
o Discussion:  Rule drafting for Foreign Trained Dentists to Enroll in the 

Alabama Dental Hygiene Program (Mr. Dettling) 
 

o ADHP Report – (In Folder) 
 

•  CE Business 
 

o Providers have questions concerning the details released on the email 
concerning approved CE hours for the 2025 reporting year (Dr. Jones) 
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• Attorney’s Report 
 

o Sunset Checklist (Mr. Dettling)  
o Reimbursement Travel Policy (Mr. Dettling) 
 

• Cases (Dr. Dixon) 
 

 

• Dental License Applications 

o By Credentials 

 David Shipp, DMD; University of Mississippi (2012) 
 Victor Joseph, DDS; Loma Linda University (1987) 
 Steven Vorholt, DDS; The Ohio State Univ. (2013) 
 Tiffany Wilson, DDS; Meharry (2010) 
 Alexis Gibbs, DMD; Dent. College of GA (2023) 
 Matthew Nimmich, DMD; Med. Univ. of South Carolina 

(2013) 
 

o By Regional Exam 
 Julian Jackson, DMD; Boston University (2024)  
 Anna Norris, DMD; Med. Univ. of South Carolina (2024) 

 
• Dental Hygiene License Applications 

o By Regional Exam 

 Ji Hun Oh, RDH; ADHP (2024) 
  

o By Credentials 
 Hannah Sumrall, RDH; Meridian Comm. College (2013) 

 
• Investigator’s Report (Mr. Youngblood) 

 
• Adjourn 
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BOARD MEETING 
Friday, April 4, 2025 - Corrected

The Board of Dental Examiners of Alabama met Friday, April 4, 2025, at the Board office to conduct 
business. 

The President called the Board Meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. with the following members in 
attendance: Dr. Melodie A. Jones, President; Dr. Kevin Sims, Vice-President; Dr. Mark McIlwain, 
Secretary/Treasurer; Dr. Holt Gray; Dr. Sonya White; and Dr. John W. York, II. Also in attendance 
were Stephen Morris, Executive Director; Aaron Dettling, Esq., General Counsel; Shannon 
Youngblood, Investigator; Dr. Donna Dixon, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney/Red Tape 
Reduction Coordinator; Dr. Mary Beth Finn, Financial Services Manager; and Steve Hancock, 
Licensing Specialist/Public Records Coordinator.  Kay Alexander, RDH, was not present. 

Guests included: Dr. Grady Swicord; Dr. Austin Stiles; Dr. Sean Gunnels; Dr. Baker 
Chambliss; Dr. John Weaver; Dr. W. Adrian Lovell III; Dr. Carson Cruise; Kathy Gray; Dr. 
Ben Samuelson; Michele Huebner, Executive Director ALDA; Camilla Barros; Dr. Lee 
Chamoun; and Blaine Galliher – Windom, Galliher & Associates. 

The President determined a quorum was present.  Mr. Dettling confirmed. 

The meeting was advertised on the Board’s website, www.dentalboard.org, and on the Secretary 
of State’s website, www.sos.alabama.gov in compliance with the Alabama Open Meetings Act. 

The President asked the Board to adopt the meeting agenda. A Motion was made by Dr. White to accept 
the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Sims.  Motion was approved unanimously by all 
members present. 

The President asked for a review of the Board Minutes from March 6-7, 2025.  Dr. Gray made a motion 
to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Dr. White.  Motion was approved unanimously by all 
members present. 

The President asked for a review of the Board Minutes from March 19, 2025.  Dr. Sims made a 
motion to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Dr. Gray.  Motion was approved 
unanimously by all members present. 

Dr. McIlwain presented the Financial Report for February 2025.  Dr. McIlwain reviewed the report. 
Dr. White made a motion to accept the report as presented. Dr. Sims seconded the motion. Motion 
was approved unanimously by all members present. 

REPORTS: 

Dr. Jones presented the AARB Reception Report. 
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Dr. Jones presented the ADS Report.  Dr. White was also in attendance. 

Dr. Jones presented the MAHDA webinar report. 

Dr. Jones presented the Alabama Perinatal Health Act Annual Progress Report. 

Dr. Jones presented the SCPH Report. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Dr. Swicord provided public comments on current Hepatitis B Guidelines. 

Dr. White discussed amending the Board rules to permit Dental Assistants to perform coronal 
polishing.  Dr. White added that allowing this procedure by assistants would increase access to 
care for the public. Dr. Carson Cruise provided comments in support of the proposal. The Board 
discussed various advantages, disadvantages, and legal avenues by which this could be 
accomplished. Dr. Baker Chambliss also added comments in support of allowing dental assistants 
to perform coronal polishing. Dr. Jones recommended that an ad hoc committee be formed, headed 
by Dr. White, to address this and bring their findings back to the Board.  Dr. Jones also requested 
that Dr. York, Dr. Gray, and Ms. Alexander be on the committee.  Michele Huebner stated that 
she would request someone from ALDA to also be on this committee. Dr. Paul Diaz was added 
from ALDA to the ad hoc committee. 

Break at 8:54 a.m. 
Resumed at 9:03a.m. 

Stephen Morris, Executive Director, introduced himself as the new Board of Dental Examiners 
Executive Director and thanked the Board for the opportunity. 

Mr. Galliher discussed the current status of the Sunset Bill and gave legislative updates. Mr. 
Galliher reported that the Governor has signed the Board’s Sunset Bill. Mr. Galliher also reported 
that Senate Bill 39, which is a bill that mandates that all boards have training (5 hours), has passed 
the Senate and should pass the House by May 15. 

Dr. Dixon presented the Wellness Report for Dr. Garver.  

Dr. Jones announced the upcoming RAM Montgomery event and how to participate. 

Continuing a discussion at the March meeting, Dr. York discussed the Board’s application 
questions regarding Hepatitis B.  Mr. Dettling made a presentation covering the Board’s current 
licensing questions regarding Hepatitis B, the CDC’s 2012 guidance, and suggested language to 
address the Board’s concerns and more precisely align the Board’s questions with the CDC 
guidance. Mr. Dettling also noted that if a health care worker who performs invasive procedures 
is infected with certain bloodborne infections, state law requires the licensee to self-report to the 
State Health Officer.  Dr. Jones added that the current procedure of providing a titer is expensive 
and burdensome and her recommendation is that we strike everything associated with it. 
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Dr. York made a motion to remove the current language regarding the Hepatitis B titer requirement 
and replace it with the language provided by Mr. Dettling. Dr. Sims seconded the motion.  Motion 
was approved unanimously by all members present. 

Dr. Stiles presented a website review of the current Board of Dental Examiners’ website at the 
request of the ad hoc committee (Dr. Gray and Dr. York).  Dr. Gray discussed his review of several 
state websites.  Dr. Stiles gave a video presentation for the Board.   

Dr. Jones asked for approval for Mr. Morris to attend the GCDC in June and also requested 
confirmation of all Board members attending.  A motion was made by Dr. McIlwain to approve 
Mr. Morris and Mr. Dettling to attend the GCDC in June, including pre-approval of 
reimbursement of actual travel expenses.  Motion was seconded by Dr. Sims.  Motion was 
approved unanimously by all members present. 

Dr. Jones asked for a status of BDEAL members and staff who have completed the Alabama Ethics 
Commission – Alabama Ethics Law Training and a copy of the certificate. The following Board 
members and staff reported they had completed the training:  Dr. McIlwain – yes, Dr. York – yes, 
Dr. Jones – yes, Dr. Sims – yes, Dr. Gray – yes, Dr. White – yes.  Dr. Dixon – yes, Mr. Morris – 
yes, Dr. Finn – yes, Mr. Hancock – yes, and Ms. Latham - yes

Dr. Jones asked for the status of BDEAL members and staff who have completed the Alabama 
Ethics Commission Statement of Economic Interest (SOEI).  The following Board Members and 
staff reported that they had completed their SOEI filings:  Dr. McIlwain – yes, Dr. York – yes, Dr. 
Jones – yes, Dr. Sims – yes, Dr. Gray – yes, Dr. White – yes.  Mr. Lane – yes, Dr. Dixon – yes, 
and Mr. Morris – yes. 

Mr. Dettling discussed a Complaint Form that was received regarding Skyler Graham’s 
qualifications to stand for election to the hygiene representative position on the Board.  Mr. 
Dettling advised that the statute requires that the candidate must be licensed and shall have engaged 
in the active practice of dentistry/hygiene for at least 5 years preceding the election, but not 
necessarily the five years immediately preceding the election. 

Break:  10:04 a.m. 
Resumed: 10:14 a.m. 

Mr. Dettling presented a proposed “Order Setting Hearing” to establish the legal parameters of the 
factfinding proceeding regarding the complaint.  A motion was made by Dr. McIlwain to hold the 
Hearing at 9:00 a.m. on May 2, 2025, and seconded by Dr. York.  Motion was approved unanimously 
by all members present.  Dr. Gray recused himself. 

Dr. Jones presented a “quick quote” from Holt Audio Visual regarding equipment needed for the 
Live Streaming of meetings.  This was requested from the ad hoc committee (Dr. Jones, Dr. Gray, 
and Dr. York). Dr. York pointed out that the quote was excessive and recommended that the Board 
needs to delay this until the Board could re-address and not award any contract at this time.  A 
motion was made by Dr. York to withdraw and cancel the quote from Holt Audio Visual.  Dr. 
Gray seconded the motion.  Motion was approved unanimously by all members present. 
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Dr. Gray discussed a BDEAL Policy proposal for all BDEAL communication between staff and 
the Board to licensees or the public.  He added that whenever a member of the Board or staff 
corresponds with a licensee or public, excluding cases, it should be made accessible to Board 
members only for informational purposes.  A motion was made by Dr. McIlwain and seconded by 
Dr. White that whenever a member of the Board or staff corresponds with a licensee or the public, 
excluding cases, it would be copied to Board members only for informational purposes.  Motion 
was approved unanimously by all members present. 

Dr. Jones discussed the BDEAL strategy/retreat to be held June 5 at 2:00 p.m. A motion was made 
by Dr. Gray to hold a Board strategy/retreat/training session on June 5, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. with 
public notice and public access.  The motion was seconded by Dr. York.  Motion was approved 
unanimously by all members present. 

Dr. Jones discussed the need for additional Board outreach including speaking to organized 
dentistry.  This would include determining what groups Board members have spoken to and where 
we need to send Board members.  Dr. Jones reported that she covered the Second District on March 
28.  Dr. York announced that he will cover the Fifth District on May 9.  Dr. White announced that 
she covered the First District March 14.  Dr. McIlwain announced he covered the Tri-City 
on March 6.  The Birmingham district is yet to be scheduled.  Mr. Morris asked the Board to take 
pictures or videos at these outreach events so that they can be shared socially. 

Continuing Education Course approvals discussion from CE Broker: 
- Vaccination Matters:  HPV Communication Skills for Health Professionals – American

Academy of Pediatrics
- Underserved Dental Needs in our Community – Baldwin County Dental Study Club
- Sprayberry Orthodontics:  Insights from Dr. Proffit’s “Contemporary Orthodontics” –

Sprayberry Orthodontics
- Sproul Orthodontics: Hygienist Lecture on Step-by-Step Processes – Alabama Pediatric

Dental Associates and Orthodontics
- How to Avoid “Risk Business” by Understanding the Code of Ethics

A motion was made by Dr. McIlwain to approve all five courses.  The motion was seconded by 
Dr. Sims.  Motion was approved unanimously by all members present. 

Dr. York discussed there is nothing new at this point to discuss on the ADHP funding and 
Foundation and recommended that we not bring up anything at this time. 

Mr. Dettling presented proposed markups to Rule 270-X-3-.04 to permit Foreign Trained Dentists 
to enroll in the Alabama Dental Hygiene Program, and to address other recurring issues relating 
to the ADHP program. Mr. Dettling suggested that the Board review and gather input on the rule 
revisions and then consider these changes at the May meeting.  

Dr. Jones presented the ADHP report.  She reported that classes are finishing today, April 4, and 
the Pinning ceremony will be held Saturday, April 12.  Ms. Latham will provide a full report for 
the May meeting.  Dr. Jones also noted that refreshments will be provided by the City of 
Homewood for the Pinning ceremony. 
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Dr. Lee Chaumon provided public comment regarding his recent meeting with Dr. Jones and Mr. 
Dettling concerning BDEAL dental issues and legislative concerns. 

Dr. Jones reported that providers have questions concerning the details released in the email 
concerning approved CE hours for the 2025 reporting year.  Dr. McIlwain explained that if you 
need to do ACLS and PALS, there is no need for another BLS (CPR) course.  He suggested that 
we return to asking whether someone has done their CPR and not dictating how many hours they 
need to enter into CE Broker. Dr. Jones proposed that we simplify the CPR rules and make 
them easier to understand. The Board asked Mr. Morris and Mr. Dettling to work on revisions 
to simplify and clarify the CE Rule. 

Attorney’s Report: Mr. Dettling reported that there are currently no changes to the Sunset 
checklist.  He added that there is a quarterly report due to the Sunset committee due April 11, 2025. 
Mr. Dettling also discussed the Reimbursement Travel Policy and pointed out that there is a need 
to change the expense reimbursement form.  Mr. Dettling also reported that there is another appeal 
in Circuit Court that he will be addressing. 

CASES 

Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2025-27 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. White seconded 
the motion.  It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2025-28 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. Gray seconded 
the motion.  It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2024-271 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. Gray seconded 
the motion. It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. Gray made a motion that case #2024-213 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. McIlwain seconded 
the motion. It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2025-98 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. York seconded 
the motion. It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. Sims made a motion that case #2024-251 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. White seconded the 
motion. It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the vote. 
The hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2024-282 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. White seconded 
the motion. It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote.  
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Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2024-238 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. White seconded 
the motion. It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote. Dr. Gray recused himself. 

Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2025-83 be rescinded.  Dr. Sims seconded the motion.  It 
was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the vote. The 
hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. McIlwain made a motion that case #2025-120 has no evidence to sustain. Dr. White seconded 
the motion. It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote.  

Dr. McIlwain made a motion to reinstate the license associated with case #2025-120 with the 
condition that the licensee completes the two years remaining on their wellness program 
requirement.  The licensee will also sign a new Consent Order and complete.  Dr. York seconded 
the motion.  It was approved by unanimous consent with the case team leader abstaining from the 
vote. The hygiene member was not present to vote. 

Dr. York made a motion to accept the permanent voluntary surrender of a hygiene license 
associated with case #2024-186.  Dr. Sims seconded the motion.  It was approved by unanimous 
consent with the case team leader abstaining from the vote. 

• Dental License Applications 
o By Credentials

 David Shipp, DMD; University of Mississippi (2012)
 Victor Joseph, DDS; Loma Linda University (1987)
 Steven Vorholt, DDS; The Ohio State University (2013)
 Tiffany Wilson, DDS; Meharry (2010)
 Alexis Gibbs, DMD; Dent. College of GA (2023)
 Matthew Nimmich, DMD; Med. Univ. of S.C. (2013)

Dr. Gray recommended approval of the above applicants for Dental Licensure by Credentials 
contingent upon successful completion of the jurisprudence exam. Dr. White made a motion to 
approve the applications. Dr. McIlwain seconded the motion. Motion was approved unanimously by 
all members present. 

o By Regional Exam
 Julian Jackson, DMD; Boston University (2024)
 Anna Norris, DMD; Med. Univ. of S.C. (2024)

Dr. Gray recommended approval of the above applicants for Dental Licensure by Regional Exam 
contingent upon successful completion of the jurisprudence exam. Dr. Sims made a motion to 
approve the applications. Dr. White seconded the motion. Motion was approved unanimously by all 
members present. 
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• Dental Hygiene License Applications

o By Regional Exam

 Ji Hun Oh, RDH; ADHP (2024)

Dr. White recommended approval of the above applicants for Dental Hygiene Licensure by 
Regional Exam contingent upon successful completion of the jurisprudence exam. Dr. Sims made 
a motion to approve the application. Dr. York seconded the motion. Motion was approved 
unanimously by all members present. 

o By Credentials

 Hannah Sumrall, RDH; Meridian Comm. College (2013)

• Dr. White recommended approval of the above applicant for Dental Hygiene Licensure by
Regional Exam contingent upon successful completion of the jurisprudence exam. Dr. Gray
made a motion to approve the application. Dr. McIlwain seconded the motion. Motion was
approved unanimously by all members present.

Mr. Youngblood gave the investigator’s report and announced that since the last meeting, he has 
completed 6 inspections.  Two (2) of these were for full evaluations. 

Dr. Sims made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Gray seconded the motion.  Motion was 
approved unanimously by all members present. 

Dr. Jones adjourned the meeting at 12:12 p.m. 

Submitted by: Steve Hancock 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dr. Mark McIlwain, Secretary/Treasurer 

Approved: 
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